
TURNED LIGNUM VITAE WOOD TABLE SNUFF BOX
A FINE LARGE TURNED LIGNUM VITAE WOOD TABLE SNUFF BOX 

THE LID SET WITH A SILVER MEDALLION DEPICTING ST GEORGE AND THE DRAGON
CIRCA 1830 – 40

SIZE: 16CM DIA. 4CM HIGH – 6¼ INS DIA. 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SNUFF TAKING AS A HABIT AMONG ALL CLASSES IN BRITAIN AND NOT JUST AS A FASHIONABLE ADDICTION OF LONDON
SOCIETY DATES FROM THE INTRODUCTION OF READY GROUND SNUFF IN 1702. UNDER THE COMMAND OF SIR GEORGE

ROOKE THE BRITISH FLEET IN 1702, SOME WAY OFF CADIZ, CAPTURED FROM THE SPANISH SEVERAL THOUSAND
BARRELS OF CHOICE SPANISH SNUFF AND NEAR VIGOA ANOTHER CARGO OF HAVANA SNUFF INTENDED FOR THEIR

HOME MARKET. ALL OF THIS VAST QUANTITY OF SNEEZING POWDER WAS SOLD AT THE ENGLISH SEAPORTS AT VERY LOW
PRICES, AS THE PROCEEDS WERE TO BE PRIZE MONEY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SAILORS AND NAVAL OFFICERS. THUS

WAS THE GENERAL HABIT OF SNUFF TAKING BORN IN BRITAIN.
THESE LARGE SNUFFBOXES WERE INTENDED FOR PASSING ALONG THE TABLE AT CONVIVIAL FUNCTIONS OR FOR A

FREE DIP ON THE COUNTER OF A TOBACCONISTS SHOP OR AT AN INN. IN SUCH ESTABLISHMENTS THE SNUFF WOULD
HAVE BEEN RASPED DAILY INTO A LARGE CIRCULAR BOX AND WAS KEPT IN CONDITION BY MOISTENING IT WHEN

NECESSARY, USUALLY WITH SALT WATER, AS THE MAJORITY OF TAKERS PREFERRED MOIST RATHER THAN DRY SNUFF.

 


