
ESKIMO INUIT WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC FLOAT PLUG
AN ESKIMO INUIT WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC FLOAT PLUG 

CARVED TO RESEMBLE A HUMAN FACE THE EYES INLAID WITH GLASS BEADS THE REVERSE CARVED WITH A TOGGLE FOR
ATTACHMENT TO A SEALSKIN FLOAT

CIRCA 1850 – 60
SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 2CM WIDE, 1.5CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, ¾ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

A DRAG FLOAT WAS MADE FROM THE SKIN OF AN ENTIRE SEAL, WHICH WAS MODIFIED TO RESEMBLE A LARGE BALLOON.
THIS WAS INFLATED BY BLOWING THROUGH A MOUTHPIECE PERMANENTLY ATTACHED AT ONE END, WHICH WAS CAPPED
WITH A PLUG AND THESE WERE OFTEN CARVED WITH HUMAN OR ANIMAL FACES. THEY SERVED AS CHARMS TO ENSURE

FUTURE SUCCESS IN HUNTING.
THE NUMBER AND VARIETY OF INUIT OBJECTS WHICH WERE MADE AS AMULETS IS REMARKABLE. PERSONAL CHARMS

WERE OFTEN CARRIED SOMEWHERE ON THE BODY AND MOST PEOPLE OWNED SEVERAL. A NUMBER OF THESE WOULD
BE INCORPORATED INTO WEAPONS OR TOOLS MOST USUALLY AS THE HANDLE.

 


