
NORTHWEST COAST NOOTKA INDIAN CARVED CEDAR WOOD HALIBUT FISHING HOOK
A NORTHWEST COAST NOOTKA INDIAN CARVED CEDAR WOOD HALIBUT FISHING HOOK 

THE BONE BARB LASHED TO THE POINT WITH SPRUCE ROOT
AGED SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

CIRCA 1800 – 1820
SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 15.5CM WIDE – 6¼ INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE LIVES OF THE NORTHWEST COAST INDIANS WERE LARGELY DEPENDENT ON THE BOUNTY OF THE SEA AND OVER
THE CENTURIES EFFICIENT METHODS OF HARVESTING THESE FOODS DEVELOPED. THE HALIBUT WAS ONE OF THEIR

MOST IMPORTANT SOURCES OF PROTEIN WITH A NUTRITIOUS WHITE FLESH, WHICH COULD ALSO BE DRIED AND
PRESERVED, WITH THE SURPLUS DRIED FISH USED AS AN INTERTRIBAL CURRENCY. HALIBUT GROUNDS WERE

REGARDED AS FAMILY OR CLAN PROPERTY, AND ALTHOUGH OFTEN FAR FROM SHORE, THESE AREAS WERE LOCATED
AND IDENTIFIED BY ALIGNING LAND FEATURES IN TWO DIRECTIONS.

SINGLE LARGE HOOKS SUCH AS THIS WERE HUNG FROM THE ENDS OF A STICK AND LOWERED TO THE SEA BOTTOM ON
LINES MADE OF KELP STEM WEIGHTED WITH A BOULDER. THE BUOYANT WOODEN HOOKS WOULD FLOAT UP TO A FIXED
AND CAREFULLY CALCULATED DISTANCE FROM THE BOTTOM. TREMENDOUS STRESS WAS PLACED ON THE HOOK BY

THE POWER AND WEIGHT OF THE FISH, BUT THE DESIGN OF THE HOOK APPLIES A MECHANICAL LEVERAGE TO THE FISH'S
JAW ENABLING ITS CAPTURE. NOOTKAN FISHERMEN CLAIM THAT THE HALIBUT SUBMIT TO THE HOOKS AND ALLOW

THEMSELVES TO BE HAULED IN WITH LITTLE RESISTANCE.

 


