
NARWHAL TUSK 'MONODON MONOCEROS' 19TH CENTURY
AN EXAMPLE OF A NARWHAL TUSK 'MONODON MONOCEROS'

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 117.5CM HIGH – 46½ INS HIGH 

127.5CM HIGH – 50¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND) 
C.I.T.E.S DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEM NO. 51, FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE

 
LITERATURE

OVER THE COURSE OF THE 1400'S THE UNICORN ACQUIRES AN ARISTOCRATIC CHARM AND BEGAN TO BE DEPICTED ON
HERALDIC SHIELDS FOR RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR GRANDEES ALL OVER EUROPE, SYMBOLISING CHASTITY, PURITY AND
STRENGTH AND INVINCIBILITY. PRESUMABLY THIS IDEA OF PURITY CREATED THE BELIEF THAT THE CREATURE’S HORN
COULD BE EFFECTIVE AGAINST POISON. THE IDEA WAS STRENGTHENED BY INFORMATION THAT THE UNICORN WHEN

THIRSTY AND WISHING TO DRINK WOULD FIRST THRUST ITS HORN INTO THE WATER TO RENDER HARMLESS ANY POISON
WITH WHICH OTHER ANIMALS HAD INFECTED IT. THUS A JUG OR BEAKER MADE OF 'UNICORN'S HORN', WHICH IN REALITY
WAS THE TUSK OF A NARWHAL, WAS HIGHLY VALUED AS ANY POISON MIXED IN A DRINK LOST ITS HARMFUL EFFECT AND

THE VESSEL RETAINED THE HORN'S HEALTH BRINGING PROPERTIES.
IN 1672 YOU COULD BUY AT A COPENHAGEN APOTHECARY A GRAM OF 'HORN POWDER' FOR THE PRICE OF TEN

SHILLINGS AND MANY MEDICAL TREATMENTS WERE DEVELOPED USING THE GROUND TUSK AS A MAGICAL CURE. IN 1556
A SAXON DOCTOR RECOUNTS TREATING A CHILD SUFFERING FROM AN EPILEPTIC ATTACK WITH A POWDER CONTAINING

'REAL UNICORN' AND TO COMBAT THE PLAGUE AN ANTIDOTE WAS PRESCRIBED CONTAINING BLENDED WINE AND
UNICORNS HORN.

 


