Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN NIGERIAN YORUBA CARVED IVORY DIVINATION TAPPER AND RATTLE 'IROKE IFA

AFINE WEST AFRICAN NIGERIAN YORUBA CARVED IVORY DIVINATION TAPPER AND RATTLE 'IROKE IFA
AGED DARK CRUSTY PATINAWORN SMOOTH IN PLACES, THE TIP NOWMSSING
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19CMHIGH, 772 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

AT THE BEGINNING OF ADIVINATION SESSION AND AT OTHER MOMENTS IN THE RHYTHMIC MOVEMENT OF THE RITUAL A
PRIEST OF IFAWILL GENTLY TAP THE POINT OF HIS TAPPER 'IROKE' OR 'IROFA AGAINST THE EDGE OF HIS DIVINATION
BOARD. HE DOES THIS TO INVOKE THE ATTENTION OF ORISHA ORUNMLATHE DEITY WHO WAS PRESENT AT CREATION
AND WHO KNOWS THE PERSONAL DESTINY OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN. AMONG THE YORUBA THE USE OF IMORY WAS THE
PRIVILEGE OF PERSONS OF HIGH RANK, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHOSE SPIRITUAL POWERS AFFECTED THE LIVES OF
OTHERS. IMVORY WAS THE PRIMLEGE OF KINGS, OF THE ELDERS OF THE SECRET OGBOUI SOCIETY AND OF IFAPRIESTS.



