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PRE-COLUMBIAN PERUVIAN UPRIGHTS

PRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUMAN UPRIGHTS
A
APAR OF PRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUMAN CHANCAY WOODEN UPRIGHTS FROMALITTER EACH SURMOUNTED WITH A
CROUCHING CAT PROBABLY REPRESENTING APUMA
CENTRAL COAST
CIRCA900 — 1450AD
SIZE: 44 5CMHIGH — 17"2INS HIGH (EACH)
B
APRE-COLUMBIAN PERUVIAN CHANCAY WOODEN WEAVING PIN
SURMOUNTED WITH ASEATED HUMAN FIGURE
CENTRAL COAST
CIRCA900 — 1450AD
SIZE: 38CMHIGH — 15 INS HIGH
Cc
APRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUVIAN CHIMU CARVED WOOD UPRIGHT FROMALITTER SURMOUNTED WITH AN UPRIGHT FIGURE
OF ARITUAL BEARER
NORTH COAST
CIRCA1100 — 1450AD
SIZE: 93CMHIGH - 36%2 INS HIGH
D
APRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUVIAN CHIMU CARVED WOOD UPRIGHT FROMA LITTER SURMOUNTED WITH ASTANDING FIGURE
OF ARITUAL BEARER
NORTH COAST
CIRCA1100 — 1450AD
SIZE: 86.5CMHIGH — 34 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

TREES WERE RELATIVELY RARE ALONG THE PERUVIAN SEABOARD AND SO THE MOST SIGNIFICANT RITUAL OBJECTS OF
THESE COASTAL DWELLERS WERE MADE OF WOOD. UNTIL RECENTLY ONE OF THE OLDEST OBJECTS KNOWN IN WOOD
WAS THE FRAGMVENT OF ALITTER DISCOVERED IN THE 1980'S DURING EXCAVATIONS AT LAGALGADA THE SITE HAD BEEN
OCCUPIED FROM 3000 TO 1500BC AND CONSISTED OF TWO CIRCULAR CEREMONIAL UNITS EACH CONTAINING SEVERAL
CHANVBERS. THE LITTER WAS MADE OF FIVE SLATS OF WOOD SET SIDE TO SIDE AND WAS FOUND IN APARTIALLY LOOTED
TOMB.

THE POSITION OF LITTER-BEARER SEEMS TO HAVE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUMAN SOCIETY.
UNDER THE RULE OF THE INCAS, THE BEARERS WERE CHOSEN ONLY FROMAMONG THE CHACAPOYAS, AGROUP FROM
THE EASTERN SLOPES OF THE ANDES IN THE NORTH. THE NUMBER OF THESE STATUETTES ILLUSTRATING THE



BEARER’S POSITION, THEIR LINK TO POWER, RITUAL AND BURIAL CEREMONIES INDICATES THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR
ROLE.

WEAVING AND THE TEXTILE ARTS OF ANCIENT PERU HAD AFUNDAVENTAL INFLUENCE ON VIRTUALLY ALL THE ARTISTIC
CREATIONS OF PRE-COLUNMBIAN PERUMIAN CULTURES. THE STYLISTIC STUDY OF WOOD AND STONE SCULPTURE AND
EVEN CERAMC MODELLING HAS SHOWN THAT CONCEPTS OF PLASTIC ART AROSE FROM CREATIONS CONCEIVED IN TWO
DIMENSIONS BY WEAVERS.



