
PAPUA NEW GUINEA SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS CEREMONIAL MEN'S CASSOWARY FEATHER AND FIBRE HEADDRESS
A PAPUA NEW GUINEA SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS CEREMONIAL MEN'S CASSOWARY FEATHER AND FIBRE HEADDRESS
WITH AN OLD LABEL INSCRIBED: 'NEW GUINEA CHAPLET OF CASSOWARY FEATHERS, THE FEATHERS STAND UP ALL

AROUND THE HEAD'
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 23CM HIGH, 20CM DEEP – 9 INS HIGH, 8 INS DEEP 
SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 14, ITEM NO. 25, FOR TWO OTHER EXAMPLES

 
LITERATURE

IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA MEN OF INFLUENCE WERE KNOWN AS 'BIG MEN'. THEY HAD ACQUIRED 'MANA' AND RANK
THROUGHOUT THEIR OWN ABILITIES, AND HAD BECOME POWERFUL AND WEALTHY BY BEING ON THE ALERT TO ALL THE

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITY. BY WEARING SPECIAL ORNAMENTS SUCH AS THIS
HEADDRESS THEY WOULD DEMAND RECOGNITION OF THEIR STATUS.

 


