Finch & C°

FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY SNUFF RASP

AFINE FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY SNUFF RASP
WITH PIVOTED SHUTTER DEPICTING AMANNERED LADY AND HER THREE DOGS, ABASKET OF FRUIT AND TRAILING
TENDRILS TO THE TOP, ACARVED MASK HEAD TO THE BOTTOM
THE IRON GRATER INSIDE THE RASP NOW MISSING
EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18.5CMLONG, 5CMWIDE, 1.5CMDEEP — 774 INS LONG, 2 INS WIDE, %2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

KNOWN IN FRANCE AS 'RIi¢PES | TABAC' THE DIEPPE CRAFTSMEN OFTEN MADE THESE IN BOTH IVORY AND BOXWOOD.
MOST OF THESE SNUFF RASPS NOW HAVE THEIR IRON GRATERS MISSING WHICH WERE MADE OF PERFORATED IRON
SET BETWEEN THE TWO FACES OF IVORY. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEY WERE CARRIED IN THE POCKET FOR GRATING
SNUFF FROMADRIED 'CAROTTE' OF TOBACCO WHICH WAS THEN PRESUMABLY KEPT IN ASEPARATE BOX OR LEATHER
ROLL, BUT IT IS VERY POSSIBLE THAT THE RASPS WERE KEPT AT HOME TO FILL THE POCKET SNUFF BOXDAILY, AS
DIFFERENT BOXES AND DIFFERENT SNUFFS WERE USED BY FASHIONABLE GENTLEMEN AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE
DAY.



