
SET OF TWENTY-FIVE APOTHECARY’S NATURALISTICALLY PAINTED PLASTER DISPLAY MODELS OF FUNGI
AN UNUSUAL SET OF TWENTY-FIVE APOTHECARY’S NATURALISTICALLY PAINTED PLASTER DISPLAY MODELS OF FUNGI 

MOUNTED ON WOOD BASES WITH A PAPER LABEL GIVING THE LATIN NAME FOR EACH VARIETY 
PROBABLY FRENCH

CIRCA 1900 
SIZE: 19CM HIGH, 7½ INS HIGH (MAX) 3.5CM HIGH, 1½ INS HIGH (MIN) 

8CM X 8CM SQUARE – 3¼ X 3¼ INS SQUARE (BASES)

 
LITERATURE

MUSHROOMS AND OTHER LARGE VARIETIES OF FUNGI HAVE BEEN EATEN SINCE EARLIEST TIMES AS TRACES OF
PUFFBALLS IN THE PREHISTORIC LAKE DWELLINGS OF SWITZERLAND, GERMANY AND AUSTRIA SHOW. THE RAREST AND

FINEST MUSHROOMS SUCH AS THE TRUFFLE WERE HIGHLY ESTEEMED IN CLASSICAL GREECE AND ROME AND HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN EXPENSIVE. GROWING WILD IN MOST PARTS OF THE WORLD MUSHROOMS HAVE FORMED PART OF THE

DIET OF MOST PEOPLES BEING EAGERLY GATHERED IN MOST COUNTRIES WHERE THEY OCCUR. HOWEVER, THE
BRITISH, DUTCH AND MOST ARABS ARE EXCEPTIONS AND THIS TENDENCY IS EVEN MORE NOTICEABLE IN IRELAND

WHERE LARGE CROPS OF PRECIOUS MORELS GO UN-HARVESTED. 
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT SOME FUNGI ARE HIGHLY POISONOUS ACCOMPANIED BY A VAGUE IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS
NO SURE WAY TO TELL SAFE ONES APART FROM THE DANGEROUS PROBABLY ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERSISTENCE OF
THESE NEGATIVE FEELINGS. THEIR EPHEMERAL NATURE AND APPARENT LACK OF ROOTS ALSO LEND CREDENCE TO

THE IDEA THAT THEY ARE ‘UNNATURAL’ AND GIVES RISE TO A FEAR OF THE SUPERNATURAL AT WORK. 
HOWEVER, IN CONTRAST THE FRENCH AND OTHER EUROPEANS ALL GATHER WILD MUSHROOMS WITH GREAT
ENTHUSIASM THRONGING THE WOODS EVERY AUTUMN. THESE MODELS WOULD HAVE BEEN DISPLAYED IN AN

APOTHECARY’S SHOP WINDOW DURING THE SEASON SO THAT THE LOCAL POPULACE COULD COMPARE THEIR HARVEST
AND POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THE VARIETY OF THEIR FINDS.

 


