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DEPICTING THE FACE OF THE GODDESS HATHOR
NEW KINGDOM 1640 – 1070 BC

SIZE: 8CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 3¼ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

HATHOR, DAUGHTER OF THE GOD RA WAS AN IMPORTANT BOVINE GODDESS WORSHIPPED IN 3 FORMS; A WOMAN WITH
THE EARS OF A COW AS IN THIS EXAMPLE, AS A COW, AND AS A WOMAN WEARING A HEADDRESS CONSISTING OF A WIG,

HORNS AND SUNDISC. SHE WAS DESCRIBED AS 'LADY OF THE SKY' AND THE LITERAL MEANING OF HER NAME WAS
'HOUSE OF HORUS', AND AS THE PHARAOH WAS IDENTIFIED WITH HORUS, HATHOR WAS CORRESPONDINGLY REGARDED

AS THE DIVINE MOTHER OF EACH REIGNING KING. ONE OF THE PHARAOH'S ROYAL TITLES WAS 'SON OF HATHOR'.
SHE WAS PARTICULARLY ASSOCIATED WITH MUSIC AND SEXUALITY. CEREMONIAL RATTLES CALLED SISTRUM WERE
FREQUENTLY DECORATED WITH HATHOR HEADS AND WERE SHAKEN BY THE PRIESTESSES OF HER CULT IN THE

TEMPLES. IN HER FUNERARY ASPECT AND ESPECIALLY AT THEBES, SHE WAS REGARDED AS THE 'LADY OF THE WESTERN
MOUNTAIN' AND EACH EVENING SHE WAS CONSIDERED TO RECEIVE THE SETTING SUN. THE DYING THEREFORE

DESIRED TO BE 'IN THE FOLLOWING OF HATHOR' SO THEY WOULD ENJOY SIMILAR PROTECTION IN THE NETHERWORLD.

 


