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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED AND POLYCHROMED WOODEN PLAITED PHARAOHS BEARD FROM A SARCOPHAGUS

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED AND POLYCHROMED WOODEN PLAITED PHARAOHS BEARD FROMA SARCOPHAGUS
OLD INVENTORY NUMBER PAINTED TO REVERSE '555'
THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD, 21ST DYNASTY 1069 — 945BC
SIZE: 20.5CMLONG, 5.5CMWIDE, 2.5CMDEEP — 8 INS LONG, 2%4 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

PRE-DYNASTIC EGYPTIAN FIGURES SHOW THAT EGYPTIAN MEN ORIGINALLY FAVOURED FULL BEARDS AND IT WAS NOT
UNTIL THE START OF THE HISTORIC ERATHAT THE NOBILITY BEGAN TO SHAVE. THIS WAS AT FIRST DONE WITH ASTONE
BLADE SET IN AWOODEN HANDLE, THEN LATER WITH A COPPER ONE, AND FROM THE MDDLE KINGDOM ONWARDS WITH
ABRONZE TRAPEZIUM SHAPED RAZOR.

ALONG NARROW BEARD OF SEVERAL STRANDS PLAITED LIKE APIGTAL WITH THE END JUTTING FORWARDS BECAVE
THE TRADEMARK OF DIMINITY, AND ASIMLAR LOOKING ARTIFICIAL BEARD OFTEN WIDENING OUT AT THE END AND
SECURED BY ACORD AROUND THE EARS WAS RESERVED FOR THE 'LIMNG GOD' OR KING, WHO WAS IDENTIFIED ALIVE
OR DEAD WITH THE GOD CSIRIS.



