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ETCHED WITH ABSTRACT ZIGZAG DESIGNS
ONCE FILLED WITH RED OCHRE

LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: A: 15CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE – 6 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE 

B: 16CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE – 6¼ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PEOPLES HABITUALLY WENT NAKED REQUIRING NO
CLOTHES DURING THE HOT DAY AND STAVING OFF THE COLD AT NIGHT BY SLEEPING AROUND FIRES OR HUDDLING

TOGETHER FOR MUTUAL WARMTH WITH RELATIVES AND DOGS.
THESE PEARL SHELL ORNAMENTS WERE, HOWEVER, REGARDED AS GARMENTS BY THE MEN WHO WORE THEM
SUSPENDED FROM A HUMAN HAIR CORD AROUND THEIR WAISTS AS PUBIC COVERS. THE APPARENTLY PURELY

GEOMETRICAL DESIGNS HAVE TOTEMIC SIGNIFICANCE WITH SOME SPECIMENS SHOWING EMU TRACKS OR HUMAN
FIGURES. THEY COULD ONLY BE WORN BY THE INITIATED AND ALTHOUGH ORIGINATING IN THE KIMBERLEY REGION THEY

WERE TRADED ACROSS VAST DISTANCES.

 


