
TWO TASMANIAN ABORIGINAL NECKLACES
TWO TASMANIAN ABORIGINAL NECKLACES 

MADE FROM RARE IRIDESCENT 'SEAWEED' TROCHUS SHELLS
19TH CENTURY

SIZES: 184CM LONG – 72½ INS LONG (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

THE GASTROPOD PHASIANTROCHUS IS A GENUS THAT PARTICULARLY ADAPTED TO FEED ON KELP AND OTHER ALGAE
AND WAS THUS CALLED THE 'SEAWEED SHELL'. THREE SPECIES OCCUR IN TASMANIAN WATERS THAT HAVE BEEN USED
FOR NECKLACES. THESE ARE OFTEN SEEN IN THE EARLY DEPICTIONS OF TASMANIANS BY EUROPEAN FIRST CONTACT
ARTISTS, AND MOST FAMOUSLY IN THE 1860'S PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT BY J. W. BEATTIE OF TRUGANINI, TASMANIA'S

BEST KNOWN ABORIGINE.

 


