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CHOISEUL OR NEW GEORGIA WESTERN SOLOMON ISLANDS CARVED ANTHROPOMORPHIC SPIRIT IMAGE OR GUARDIAN AGURE

ACHOISEUL OR NEW GEORGIAWESTERN SOLOMON ISLANDS CARVED ANTHROPOMORPHIC SPIRIT IMAGE OR GUARDIAN
FIGURE
WOOD PARINARIUMNUT RESIN AND NAUTILUS SHELL
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 42CMHIGH — 1672 INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

LITERATURE

IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS THE ARTEFACTS THAT WERE PRODUCED ALL HAD ATRADITIONAL AND SYMBOLIC
IMPORTANCE FOR THE INTERACTION OF SUPERNATURAL SPIRITS WITH THE LIMNG. FIGURE IMAGES PLAYED VITAL
COMMUNICATIVE ROLES THROUGHOUT THE FORTY SMALL AND SIXLARGE ISLANDS OF THE SOLOMONS.
PERSONAL SUCCESS AND POLITICAL POWER WERE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH CONCEPTS OF INFLUENTIAL
SUPERNATURAL FORCES DERIVED FROMSPIRITS, WHICH COULD IMBUE FAVOURED INDIMDUALS WITH EXCEPTIONAL
ABILITY AND FORTUNE. SUCCESS WAS ACHIEVED BY THE CORRECT PROPITIATION OF SPIRITS AND AN ADHERENCE TO
FORMAL TABOOS, WHICH REGULATED BEHAVIOUR ACCORDING TO THE SUPPOSED SATISFACTION OF THE ANCESTRAL
SPIRITS. THE BEST-KNOWN SYMBOLS OF THESE SPIRITS ARE THE CARVED WOOD GUARDIAN FIGURES.



