Finch & C°

NORTHERN BRITISH LATE ROMANESQUE CARVED RED SANDSTONE CORBEL

AN EARLY NORTHERN BRITISH LATE ROMANESQUE CARVED RED SANDSTONE CORBEL
DEPICTING AFEARSOME MANED HEAD
12TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25.5CMHIGH, 21CMWIDE, 38CMDEEP — 10 INS HIGH, 84 INS WIDE, 15 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE STONEMASON WHO CARVED THIS ARRESTING HEAD WAS INFLUENCED BY NORTHERN BRITISH CELTIC SCULPTURE
WITH ITS PAGAN ASSOCIATIONS TO THE CULT OF THE SEVERED HEAD. HOWEVER, ITS MOST PROBABLE PURPOSE IN THE
LATE ROMANESQUE PERIOD WAS TO GIVE ISUAL SUPPORT TO THE MORAL TEACHINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. THE
CARVED MANE IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LION, SYMBOL OF THE DEVIL AND SINFUL PASSIONS. THE LEGEND OF ST
JEROME WHO REMOVED ATHORN FROMALION'S PAW, WHICH THEN STAYED WITH HIMAS HIS GRATEFUL SERVANT, WAS
MEANT TO SYMBOLISE ASAINT'S MASTERY OVER LAWLESS NATURAL PASSIONS, NOT TO TEACH KINDNESS TO ANIMALS.



