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HISTORICALLY INTERESTING SHIPWRECKED SAILORS CARVED COCONUT DRINKING CUP

AHISTORICALLY INTERESTING SHIPWRECKED SAILORS CARVED COCONUT DRINKING CUP
WITH AN INSCRIPTION IN RED SEALING WAX THE TRANSIT WRECKED OFF THE ISLAND OF BANCA 10 JULY 1857
THE SILVER RIMWTH THE INITIALS 'WTP'
CIRCA1857
SIZE: 13CMDIA (MAX) 5CMDEEP — 5 INS DIA (MAX) 2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE TRANSIT WAS AVICTORIAN COAL-FIRED STEAMDRIVEN TROOP SHIP CARRYING TWO COMPANIES OF THE 59TH
REGIMENT TO REINFORCE THE REGIMENT STATIONED IN HONG KONG. ON THE 24TH APRIL 1857 OFF THE ISLAND OF ST
VINCENT IN THE SOUTH WEST INDIES, THE SHIP TOOK ON SUPPLIES OF FOOD AND FUEL AND WAS THEN REFITTED AT
SIMONS BAY UNTIL THE 2ND JUNE. THE CAPTAIN TOOK ASOUTHERLY COURSE IN ORDER TO BENEFIT FROMTHE TRADE
WINDS WHICH WERE STRONG, BUT STEADY, AND THE SHIP PLOUGHED THROUGH THE SEAAT 16 OR 17 KNOTS AN HOUR,
THE PROPELLER HAVING BEEN TAKEN UP TO SAVE COAL. HOWEVER ON THE 28TH JUNE THE SHIP ENCOUNTERED SUCH
STORMY WEATHER THAT THE CENTRE OF THE 2 FOOT THICK MAINYARD WAS FRACTURED. THE CREW, THE CARPENTER
AND SHIP'S BLACKSMTH WITH HIS FIELD FORGES ON DECK, TOOK SEVERAL DAYS TO EFFECT REPAIRS AND THEN
REHOIST AND REFIXTHE YARD IN POSITION, BUT BY THE 7TH JULY ALL WAS READY AND THE SHIP SAILED ON AND
ANCHORED IN THE INDONESIAN STRAITS OF SUNDAON THE NIGHT OF 9TH JULY. THE NEXT MORNING WAS BRIGHT AND
SUNNY WITH HARDLY ARIPPLE ON THE WATER WHEN SUDDENLY AT 9.20AM THE SHIP STRUCK AN UNCHARTED CORAL
ROCK AND WAS STUCK FAST.
ALL TROOPS WERE ORDERED UP ON DECK WITHOUT THEIR KIT OR FULL UNIFORMAND TOLD TO ENTER THE BOATS. A
LARGE ROCK ABOUT 30 FEET HIGH LAY HALFWAY BETWEEN THE SHIP AND THE NEAREST LAND, THE ISLAND OF BANCA
WHICH WAS 6 MILES AWAY. THE OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF EACH TROOP BOAT WERE ORDERED TO LEAVE THE MEN AT
THIS ROCK AND RETURN TO TAKE THE OTHERS OFF THE WRECK. IN THIS WAY ALL WERE SAVED AND THEN TAKEN FROM
THE ROCK TO THE ISLAND. THE NEXT DAY ABOAT WITH AFULL CREW UNDER ANAVAL OFFICER LEFT THE ISLAND FOR
SINGAPORE TO REPORT THE WRECK AND TO ARRANGE FOR SHIPS TO BE SENT TO BANCATO TAKE OFF THE

SHIPWRECKED MEN. ASAILING SHIP, THE 'BEAVER' OF BOSTON CARRIED THOSE OF THE 59TH REGIMENT TO SINGAPORE
WHERE THEY ARRIVED ON THE 25TH JULY AND WERE QUARTERED IN HASTILY CONSTRUCTED BAVBOO HUTS THATCHED
WITH LEAVES AND WITH NO BEDS. ON THE 1ST AUGUST THEY EMBARKED ON BOARD SS 'LAUDSFELDT FOR PASSAGE TO
CALCUTTAAS THE MUTINY HAD BROKEN OUT IN INDIAAND ALL TROOPS WERE DIVERTED TO INDIA IRRESPECTIVE OF
WHERE THEY HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY DESTINED FOR. THEY ARRIVED IN CALCUTTAON THE 13TH AUGUST AND WERE
SUPPLIED WITH NEW ARMAVENTS AND CLOTHING. THE DIARY OF MAJOR D. DEEVES REPORTS THAT AS THEY HAD BEEN
WITHOUT BEDS OR BEDDING OF ANY KIND FOR 35 NIGHTS THEY HAD BECOME SO ACCUSTOMED TO A€!'ROUGHINGT,
THAT WHEN | GOT INTO A COMFORTABLE BED ON THE 14TH AUGUST | COULD NOT SLEEP AND SO | GOT OUT AND LAY ON
THE FLOOR WHERE | SLEPT SOUNDLY UNTIL MORNING.



