
MYANMAR BURMESE BRONZE FIGURES OF KNEELING AND PRAYING BUDDHIST MALE ADORANTS OR DEVOTEES
A LARGE PAIR OF MYANMAR BURMESE BRONZE FIGURES OF KNEELING AND PRAYING BUDDHIST MALE ADORANTS OR

DEVOTEES
18TH CENTURY

SIZES: 33.5CM HIGH – 13¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STANDS) (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

A FREQUENT BURMESE REPRESENTATION OF THE BUDDHA SHOWS HIM FLANKED BY TWO ATTENDANT MONKS, HIS
CHIEF DISCIPLES, SÍ RIPUTTA AND MOGGALLÍ NA. THE BUDDHA SITS ON A BRONZE WAISTED PEDESTAL AND BESIDE HIM

ON SEPARATE STALKS OF THE LOTUS FLOWER, INSERTED AT THE BOTTOM OF THE BASE, ARE THE TWO ADORING MONKS
WITH LONG EARS LIKE THE BUDDHA PRAYING IN HOMAGE TO HIM.

EVERY BURMESE BUDDHIST MALE WILL SPEND SOME TIME AS A MONK, IDEALLY NOVICES STAY IN THE MONASTERY FOR
AT LEAST THE THREE MONTHS OF BUDDHIST LENT, BUT STAYS OF ONLY A FEW NIGHTS ARE COMMON. THERE IS NO
OBLIGATION TO REMAIN ONE FOR LIFE AND NO DISHONOUR IS ATTACHED TO LEAVING THE MONK HOOD, ALTHOUGH

MONKS OF LONG STANDING ARE ESPECIALLY REVERED.
BUDDHISM IS MORE PERVASIVE IN BURMA THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY AND ITS DOMINANCE OVER BURMESE SOCIETY

AND CULTURE HAS NEVER DIMINISHED. ALMOST EVERY VILLAGE SUPPORTS A MONASTERY AND EARLY EVERY MORNING
SAFFRON ROBED MONKS MAKE THEIR ROUNDS TO RECEIVE FOOD FROM THE PEOPLE. TO THE BURMESE NATIONAL
IDENTITY IS INSEPARABLE FROM THEIR FAITH AND DURING BRITISH RULE BUDDHISM BECAME A GREAT NATIONALIST

RALLYING POINT.

 


