
INDONESIAN SUMATRAN KORAMBI WITH AN IRON SICKLE SHAPED BLADE
AN INDONESIAN SUMATRAN KORAMBI WITH AN IRON SICKLE SHAPED BLADE AND A RHINOCEROS HORN HANDLE

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 36.5CM LONG – 14¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

A HINDU EMPIRE WAS FOUNDED IN SUMATRA, THE SECOND LARGEST ISLAND OF INDONESIA, IN THE 8TH CENTURY AD,
AND IT IS GENERALLY THOUGHT THAT THE ARAB TRADERS INTRODUCED ISLAM FROM THE 13TH CENTURY. THIS IS OFTEN
BASED ON RECORDS FROM MARCO POLO'S VISIT IN 1292 THAT REPORTS TOWNS IN ACEH, IN THE NORTH OF THE ISLAND,
AS MUSLIM. HOWEVER CHINESE AND ARAB REPORTS NOTE THE PRESENCE OF ISLAMIC MERCHANTS IN ASIAN MARKETS

WELL BEFORE THE 11TH CENTURY. BY THE 16TH CENTURY ACEH WAS HEAVILY SUPPORTED BY ITS RELIGIOUS AND
TRADING ALLY, TURKEY AND TOGETHER THEY ATTEMPTED TO OVERTHROW THE COLONIAL PORTUGUESE WHO

MAINTAINED A FRACTIOUS AND COMPETITIVE TRADE IN GOLD, TREE RESINS AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, BLACK PEPPER
BETWEEN SUMATRA, THEIR PORTS ON THE ISLAND OF GOA AND THE ORIENT. ACCORDING TO PORTUGUESE

CHRONICLES THE ACEH COURT 'REPEATEDLY RECEIVED MILITARY SUPPORT FROM THE TURKS IN EXCHANGE FOR
LARGE CONSIGNMENTS OF PEPPER, WHICH WERE TRADED AND RETRADED VIA THE RED SEA AS FAR AS VENICE'.

 


