
INDONESIAN JAVANESE KRIS WITH A CARVED IVORY HILT FORMED AS A BIRD’S HEAD
AN INDONESIAN JAVANESE KRIS WITH A CARVED IVORY HILT FORMED AS A BIRD’S HEAD

AN IRON WAVE SHAPED BLADE WATERED WITH AN INSCRIPTION AND LOTUS BLOSSOMS ALONG ITS LENGTH
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41.5CM LONG – 16¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE INDONESIAN KRIS IS A VERY OLD WEAPON AND IS SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN JAVA, BUT WAS LONG AGO ADOPTED
IN ALL PARTS OF THE ARCHIPELAGO. EVERY ISLAND AND OFTEN EVERY DISTRICT HAS ITS OWN PARTICULAR FORM OF

BLADE, HILT AND SCABBARD, AND SOMETIMES TYPICAL FORMS FROM DIFFERENT AREAS ARE FOUND MIXED ON THE SAME
WEAPON. JAVA HAS MORE THAN FORTY RECOGNISED BLADE SHAPES AND THERE ARE OTHER VARIETIES WITH NO

SPECIFIC NAME, BUT THE STRAIGHT BLADES ARE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE WAVED ONES. THE KRIS FIRST APPEARS
AS A WEAPON IN JAVANESE SCULPTURES OF THE 15TH CENTURY AND ITS INVENTION IS ASCRIBED TO INATKO PALI, KING

OF JANGGOLO IN THE 14TH CENTURY.

 


