
NORTH ITALIAN CARVED LIMEWOOD AND POLYCHROMED WALKING LIONS
A FINE PAIR OF NORTH ITALIAN CARVED LIMEWOOD AND POLYCHROMED WALKING LIONS PERHAPS FROM A HERALDIC

DEVICE
EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 25CM HIGH, 35CM WIDE, 9CM DEEP – 9¾ INS HIGH, 13¾ INS WIDE, 3½ INS WIDE (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

HERALDIC ART WITHOUT THE LION WOULD NOT AMOUNT TO VERY MUCH FOR NO FIGURE PLAYS SUCH AN IMPORTANT OR
EXTENSIVE PART IN ARMOURY AS THE LION IN ONE OR OTHER OF ITS VARIOUS POSITIONS. THE ARTISTS AND

CRAFTSMAN’S KNOWLEDGE OF NATURAL HISTORY WAS VERY LIMITED AND SO THEY DEPICTED A STANDARDISED AND
STYLISED FORM OF AN ANIMAL THEY HAD NEVER SEEN. IN CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL SUSPENDED OVER THE TOMB OF

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE IS A CARVED WALKING LION UPON THE CHAPEAU, WHICH LOOKS FORWARD OVER THE
FRONT OF THE HELM.

IN CHRISTIANITY THE LION IS THE EMBLEM OF ST MARK AND IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH DANIEL, SAMSON WHO IS OFTEN
PORTRAYED WEARING THE SKIN OF THE LION HE KILLED, AND ST JEROME. LIONS SYMBOLISE STRENGTH AND MAJESTY

AND ARE OFTEN PORTRAYED AS DEFENSIVE BULWARKS IN MANY ITALIAN CHURCHES WHERE STATUES OF LIONS
SUPPORT THE PORCH COLUMNS. HERE THEY CAN CATCH SMALL CREATURES IN THEIR CLAWS, SYMBOLISING SIN, THAT

TRY TO SLIP IN PAST THEM.

 


