Finch & C°

FRENCH ENAMEL DECORATED SILVER MODEL OF A FALCON

AN UNUSUAL FRENCH ENAMVEL DECORATED SILVER MODEL OF AFALCON
WEARING APLUMED HOOD SEATED ON AGILDED SILVER PERCH ABAROQUE PEARL FORMNG THE LID TO ABOXINSET
TOITS FRONT. THE SCULPTURE RESTING ON ABLUE JOHN PEDESTAL, MOUNTED ON ABLACK STEPPED MARBLE BASE
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CMHIGH — 6 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE ART AND PRACTICE OF HAWKING WAS KNOVWN AT LEAST AS EARLY AS 400 BC AND IT WAS THE EAST THAT GAVE THE
SPORT TO THE WEST. HENRY THE FOWLER, SO NAVED BECAUSE OF HIS DEVOTION TO HAWKING, REMARKED IN 919 AD
THAT IT WAS THE MOST POPULAR SPORT OF THE SAXON KINGS OF ENGLAND. INDEED ETHELBERT WROTE TO THE
ARCHBISHOP OF MAYENCE ASKING HIM TO SEND HAWKS ABLE TO TAKE CRANES. KING HAROLD HABITUALLY CARRIED A
TRAINED FALCON ON HIS FIST AND FROM THE TIME OF THE NORMAN CONQUEST HAWKING BECAVE ASPORT AS HIGHLY
HONOURED IN THE CIMILISED WORLD AS HUNTING WITH DOGS. MANY OF THE RETURNING CRUSADER KNIGHTS HAD
BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH ORIENTAL FALCONERS AND THE ASIATIC METHODS OF TRAINING AND FLYING HAWKS. THE
EMPEROR FREDERIC I WENT SO FAR AS TO BRING BOTH THE BIRDS AND THEIR TRAINERS BACK WITH HIMEVENTUALLY
WRITING THE FIRST EUROPEAN TREATISE ON THE NOBLE SPORT.



