Finch & C°

NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN WAR HATCHET

AWELL FORGED TRADITIONAL NATIVE AVERICAN INDIAN WAR HATCHET
THE ONE PIECE CONSTRUCTION MADE OF STEEL, THE BLADE PIERCED WITH ACLOVER LEAF DESIGN AND BOTH THE
FACETED POLL AND THE BLADE DECORATED WITH PUNCHED CONCENTRIC CIRCLES AND DOTS AND BANDED WITH
INLAYS OF COPPER AND BRASS. THE LONG WOODEN HAFT STUDDED WITH BANDS OF BRASS TACKS
PROBABLY COMANCHE OR SIOUX
CIRCA1860—70
SIZE: 68CMLONG — 26% INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE NATIVE AVERICANS OF THE PLAINS PLACED GREAT VALUE ON CLUBS AND TOMAHAWKS AS SYMBOLS AND WEAPONS

OF WAR. THE SINGLE TOMAHAWK OR HATCHET REPLACED ANUNMBER OF SPECIALISED PRIMTIVE IMPLEMENTS, SUCH AS

THE BALL HEADED CLUB, AS THE COVETED BLADE WAS DEADLIER IN COMBAT, MORE EFFICIENT IN CUTTING WOOD AND
WAS USEFUL AS ACEREMONIAL OBJECT.

ONCE AGUN HAD BEEN FIRED IT WAS USELESS UNTIL IT COULD BE RELOADED, AN EDGED WEAPON HAD MUCH MORE
POTENTIAL ESPECIALLY WHEN USED ON SURPRISE ATTACKS AND RAIDS. NORMALLY AWAR HATCHET OR TOMAHAWK
WAS USED IN MUCH THE SAVE MANNER AS ACLUB, BUT IT COULD ALSO BE THROVWN TO REACH AN ENEMY AT SOME
DISTANCE, ALTHOUGH HURLING AHATCHET AT AMOVING TARGET SO THAT IT WILL STRIKE BLADE FOREMOST REQUIRED
CONSIDERABLE SKILL. GEORGE CATLIN SPOKE OF THE TOMAHAWK BEING THROWN "MITH UNERRING AND DEADLY AIM.



