
ANTIQUE ARCTIC NARWHAL TUSK WITH AN EXAGGERATED TWIST 'MONODON MONOCEROS'
A FINE AND RARE ANTIQUE ARCTIC NARWHAL TUSK WITH AN EXAGGERATED TWIST 

'MONODON MONOCEROS'
FINE OLD PATINA 
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 159CM HIGH – 62½ INS HIGH
172CM HIGH – 67¾ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THE MOST CURIOUS OF ALL THE TOOTHED WHALES THE NARWHAL WAS KNOWN IN MEDIEVAL TIMES AS THE 'UNICORN OF
THE SEA'. THE IVORY LANCE LIKE TUSK WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE MAGICAL QUALITIES AND THEY BECAME PRECIOUS,

PRIZED COMMODITIES WITH EVERY ROYAL TREASURY CONTAINING AT LEAST ONE EXAMPLE.
THIS BENEFITED DENMARK IN PARTICULAR AS THE COUNTRY HAD DIRECT ACCESS TO SUPPLIES FROM THE AREAS OF

GREENLAND AND THE NORTH ATLANTIC WHERE THE FABLED WHALE WAS FOUND. THE DANISH KINGS MADE GREAT USE
OF THESE NARWHAL TUSKS IN THEIR BID TO COUNTERACT THEIR ALMOST CONSTANT SHORTAGE OF MONEY BY

TURNING THE 'HORNS' INTO CASH.

 


