
SRI LANKAN FAN HANDLE
A LARGE SRI LANKAN FAN HANDLE 

TURNED FROM A SINGLE PIECE OF IVORY AND CARVED WITH SINHALESE FLORAL ARABESQUES AND INCISED DOT AND
CIRCLE DECORATION ALL STAINED WITH A RED PIGMENT

KANDY PERIOD 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 34CM LONG – 13½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES SRI LANKA WAS AN IMPORTANT PRODUCER OF LUXURY WARES AND WAS
KNOWN FOR THE SKILL OF ITS GOLDSMITHS AND IVORY WORKERS WHO FORMED THEMSELVES INTO GUILDS OR CASTES.

THESE GUILDS REPRESENTED THE HIGHER SOCIAL DIVISIONS OF KANDIAN CRAFTSMEN AND AS WELL AS GOLD AND
SILVERSMITHS, IVORY AND WOOD WORKERS, INCLUDED ARCHITECTS, PAINTERS AND BRASS REPOUSSERS. THEY WERE

CALLED 'GALLADDO' WHILST THE LOWER CASTE OF 'VADUVO' CONSISTED OF ORDINARY CARPENTERS, BLACKSMITHS,
DAMASCENER’S AND IRONWORKERS.

 


