Finch & C°

SRI LANKAN MAHOGANY CEREMONIAL STAFF CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF ALION

AN UNUSUAL SRI LANKAN MAHOGANY CEREMONIAL STAFF CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF ALION
THE SHAFT FINELY AND PROFUSELY DECORATED WITH FLORAL MOTIFS, DRAGON SCALES AND ABSTRACT SPIRALS
KANDY PERIOD, LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 68.5CMLONG — 3474 INS LONG

LITERATURE

SRILANKAAND ITS SURROUNDING SEAWERE FOR THE PORTUGUESE, THE DUTCH AND ALL OTHER FOREIGNERS WHO
VISITED OR TRIED TO DOMNATE THE ISLAND BEFORE OR AFTER THEM, ATREASURE TROVE; ' AGIFT FROMA DIMNE HAND'
AS JORGE PINTO DE AZEVEDO STATED IN 1646.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE PORTUGUESE AND THE DUTCH ON KANDYAN CULTURE BEGAN WITH THE SENDING OF
DIPLOMATIC GIFTS TO THE KANDYAN KINGS. IT WAS THE DUTCH REPRESENTATION OF THE LION WHICH QUICKLY
INFILTRATED SINHALESE WOOD WORKING TRADITIONS WITH THE CRAFTSMEN MAKING THIS ANIMAL, PREMOUSLY
UNKNOWWN TO THEM, APARTICULARLY KANDYAN IMAGE.



