
JAPANESE WALRUS IVORY CARVING OF A ZULU CHIEF
AN UNUSUAL JAPANESE WALRUS IVORY CARVING OF A ZULU CHIEF 

WEARING A HEAD-RING, A LION CLAW NECKLACE AND A CIVET CAT TAILS LOIN COVER, HOLDING A STAFF IN ONE HAND
AND A KNOBKERRIE AND SPEAR IN THE OTHER

AN IVORY PLAQUE TO THE BASE ENTITLED 'ZULU CHIEF'
MEJI PERIOD CIRCA 1900 – 1910

SIZE: 15CM HIGH – 6 INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THIS FIGURE WAS PROBABLY ONE OF SEVERAL MADE TO ILLUSTRATE THE DIFFERENT PEOPLES OF THE WORLD AND IS
INTERESTING FOR ITS CROSS-CULTURAL REFERENCES. USED AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL, FIGURES SUCH AS THIS

WERE OFTEN COPIED IN DETAIL FROM DRAWINGS OR 19TH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS TO SHOW AND HIGHLIGHT ETHNIC
DIFFERENCES. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH CAREFULLY CARVED TO REPRESENT A LATE 19TH CENTURY SOUTH AFRICAN

ZULU WARRIOR CHIEF THIS FIGURE HAS THE FEATURES OF A JAPANESE MAN, WITH RED LIPS, ASIATIC EYES AND A WHITE
BODY.

 


