
SOUTH AFRICAN NORTHERN NGUNI CARVED WOODEN DANCE STAFF
A SOUTH AFRICAN NORTHERN NGUNI CARVED WOODEN DANCE STAFF

THE GRACEFUL CURVED BLADE LIKE FORM WITH TWO INDENTATIONS TO ONE SIDE
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 106CM LONG – 41¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

A MAN'S STICK WAS HIS COMPANION FOR LIFE AND WAS HIGHLY PRIZED AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF HIS PERSONAL
IDENTITY. STICKS VARIED IN LENGTH ACCORDING TO THE FUNCTION FOR WHICH THEY WERE INTENDED. THE SHORTER

STICKS, CLUBS OR KNOBKERRIES WERE USED FOR HUNTING OR FIGHTING WHILST THE LONGER STAFFS WERE
USUALLY A MARK OF RANK OR OFFICE, OR AN INDICATOR OF SPECIAL STATUS. THIS DANCE STAFF COULD HAVE BEEN AN
INDICATION OF IDENTITY TO A PARTICULAR CHIEFTAIN OR REGIMENT. IN THE 19TH CENTURY THE ZULU BROUGHT YOUNG

MEN FROM DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES TOGETHER UNIFYING THEM INTO REGIMENTAL FIGHTING GROUPS WHO
DEVELOPED A SHARED COMMON IDENTITY SYMBOLISED BY A STYLE OF STICK, CLUB AND SHIELD.

 


