Finch & C°

AVE SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED BONE SNUFF SPOONS / HAIR PINS

ACOLLECTION OF FIVE SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED BONE SNUFF SPOONS / HAIR PINS
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZES: 15CMLONG — 6 INS LONG (MAX) — 11CMLONG — 4% INS LONG (MN)

LITERATURE

SNUFF TAKING WAS ASCOCIAL INSTITUTION OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, YOUNG AND OLD. AN
ELABORATE RITUAL WAS FOLLOWED BEGINNING WITH CLEANING OUT THE NOSE WITH ASNUFF SPOON, THEN SPOONING
IN ALARGE PINCH AND PRESSING THE EYES TO INDUCE THEM TO WATER, AND ENDING WITH AFINAL CLEANING OF THE
NOSE WITH THE SPOON. ZULU SNUFF CONSISTED OF TOBACCO OFTEN GROUND WITH CANNABIS AND AGOOD PINCH
WAS USUALLY TAKEN BEFORE ADEBATE IN ORDER TO CLEAR THE BRAIN. SNUFF ALSO ACCOMPANIED OFFERINGS OF
MEAT AND BEER TO THE ANCESTORS.

MANY OF THESE SNUFF SPOONS ALSO SERVED AS HAIR-PINS AS CAN BE SEEN IN THE LITHOGRAPHS OF THE KAFFIRS
ILLUSTRATED' (1849) BY GEORGE FRENCH ANGAS. SOMETIMES AS WELL AS BEING USED FOR PERSONAL ADORNMENT
THEY WOULD ALSO BE USED AS SWEAT SCRAPERS AND THUS BECAME AN EXTREMELY PERSONAL OBJECT TO THE
USER.



