
ENGLISH MEDIEVAL SANDSTONE CARVING OF A GROTESQUE MAN
AN ENGLISH MEDIEVAL SANDSTONE CARVING OF A GROTESQUE MAN 

WITH STARING EYES AND PARTLY OPENED MOUTH, HIS HAIR EXTENDING IN RINGLETS DOWN HIS HEAD
2ND HALF 14TH CENTURY

SIZE: 24CM HIGH, 18.5CM WIDE, 21CM DEEP – 9½ INS HIGH, 7¼ INS WIDE, 8¼ INS DEEP 
36CM HIGH – 14¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

MEDIEVAL GROTESQUES WERE PLACED ON THE EXTERIOR OF A CHURCH AND WERE INTENDED TO SCARE AWAY THE
DEVIL MAKING A SYMBOLIC CONTRAST BETWEEN THE BEDEVILLED WORLD OUTSIDE THE WALLS OF THE CHURCH AND

THE SANCTUARY WITHIN. THE STONEMASONS WOULD TAKE THEIR INSPIRATION FROM MEDIEVAL ILLUMINATED
MANUSCRIPTS, BESTIARIES AND THE BIBLE FOR THEIR CARVINGS HOPING TO INSTIL TERROR INTO THE SINNING

OBSERVER AND GUIDE HIM ONTO A VIRTUOUS PATH.

 


