Finch & C°

SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE WALKING CANE

AN UNUSUAL SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WHALEBONE WALKING CANE
CARVED WITH ACHINAMAN'S HEAD, HIS EYES DOWNCAST, HIS HAIR TIED IN ALONG PIGTAIL DOWN HIS BACK
CIRCA1830-40
SIZE: 91.5CMLONG - 36 INS LONG

LITERATURE

BY THE 17TH CENTURY ASTRONG EUROPEAN TASTE FOR TEAHAD CREATED ANOTHER DESIRABLE COMMODITY ALONG
WITH SILKS AND PORCELAINS THAT COULD BE EXPORTED VIACANTON FROMCHINA THE BRITISH EAST INDIACOMPANY
WAS FOUNDED IN 1600 AND BY THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY HOLLAND, FRANCE, DENMARK, AUSTRIAAND SPAIN
WERE ALL ESTABLISHED WITH TRADING COMPANIES DEALING IN THE HIGHLY LUCRATIVE 'CHINATRADE'".

THE SAILORS AND MERCHANTS OF THE EUROPEAN SHIPS WERE REGARDED WITH SUSPICION AS 'FAN KWAE' OR
'FOREIGN DEVILS' BY THE CHINESE, AND WESTERN WOMEN WERE STRICTLY FORBIDDEN IN CANTON. SOVE FOREIGN
TRADERS BECAVE VERY WEALTHY, BUT FOR EVERY MAN WHO MADE AFORTUNE ANOTHER HUNDRED OR MORE TOILED
AWAY ON BOARD VESSELS FOR YEARS AT ATIME SUFFERING FROM DISEASE, DEPRIVATION AND BOREDOMFOR A
SAILORS PAY, WHICH WAS OFTEN SPENT BEFORE THEY ARRIVED HOME, AND NO SHARE IN THE VOYAGE.



