
SPERM WHALE IVORY SAILORS SCRIMSHAW SEAM RUBBER OR SAIL MAKER'S LINER
A FINE SPERM WHALE IVORY SAILORS SCRIMSHAW SEAM RUBBER OR SAIL MAKER'S LINER

INLAID WITH TORTOISESHELL, BALEEN AND SILVER, THE TOP CARVED WITH 'FRIENDSHIPS HAND' 
CIRCA 1850 – 60

SIZE: 10.5CM LONG – 4 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

SEAM RUBBERS OR LINERS WERE USED BY SAILORS FOR SMOOTHING SEAMS IN CANVAS. THIS WAS ACHIEVED BY
PRESSING AND RUBBING THE SHAPED END OF THE LINER AWAY FROM THE USER AND FLATTENING THE DOUBLE LINE OF

WAXED TWIN STITCHES INTO THE CANVAS SO DELIBERATELY MAKING A ROW OF 'DEAD MEN'.

 


