
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BLUE GLAZED FAIENCE IMAGE OF THE DWARF GOD BES
AN INTERESTING AND LARGE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BLUE GLAZED FAIENCE IMAGE OF THE DWARF GOD BES 

FOR USE AS A PROPHYLACTIC CHARM, A FRAGMENT OF A LARGER SCULPTURE PERHAPS A SCEPTRE THE BACK GLAZED
SHOWING HIS LONG LIONS MANE

THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD TO LATE PERIOD, 21ST TO 25TH DYNASTY 1070 – 712 BC 
SIZE: 8CM HIGH, 7CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP – 3¼ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN DWARF GOD BES WAS OFTEN SHOWN WITH THE EARS AND MANE OF A LION OR WEARING A LION
SKIN CAPE WHILST OTHERWISE NAKED AND STICKING OUT HIS TONGUE. HE WAS CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF WARDING
OFF SNAKES FROM THE HOUSE AND DESPITE HIS APPARENT FEROCITY HE WAS A BENEFICIAL DEITY FAVOURED AS A

PROTECTOR OF THE FAMILY AND PARTICULARLY AS A GUARDIAN OF INFANTS AND NEW MOTHERS.
ALTHOUGH THIS WAS A FLAT TWO-DIMENSIONAL OBJECT THIS REPRESENTATION OF THE GOD BES CAN BE VIEWED FROM

BOTH SIDES AND EACH IS DECORATED IN RELIEF. BES WOULD HAVE BEEN WEARING A HEADDRESS OF FIVE PLUMES.
WITH HIS RIGHT HAND HE IS OFFERING AN OVAL SHAPED OBJECT AS NOURISHMENT TO THE INFANT GOD HORUS WHO
HE CRADLES IN HIS LEFT ARM. THIS OBJECT PROBABLY SERVED AS THE TERMINAL OF A PROPHYLACTIC CHARM THAT

WOULD HAVE BEEN FIXED INTO A SHORT PAPYRIFORM SCEPTRE, MUCH LIKE THE DISC OF A MIRROR IS ATTACHED TO A
HANDLE.

 


