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TRACES OF BLACK PAINTED HIEROGLYPHS REMAIN TO THE BACK OF THE HAND
THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD, 1069 – 747 BC

SIZE: 18CM LONG, 8CM WIDE – 7 INS LONG, 3¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

FUNERARY STATUES WERE REGARDED AS IMAGES OF THE 'KA' OF THE DECEASED, AND SOMETIMES THESE FIGURES
INCORPORATED THE KA SYMBOL OF TWO OUTSTRETCHED ARMS AND HANDS THAT COULD MAGICALLY WARD OFF THE

FORCES OF EVIL. OFFERING TABLES SET UP BEFORE THE FALSE DOORS OF TOMBS WERE OFTEN DECORATED WITH THIS
KA SIGN. OFFERINGS OF FOOD AND DRINK WERE MADE AND THE EGYPTIANS BELIEVED THAT THE KA DID NOT

PHYSICALLY EAT THEM, BUT SIMPLY ASSIMILATED THEIR LIFE PRESERVING FORCE. IN GIVING FOOD OR DRINK TO ONE
ANOTHER IN NORMAL DAILY LIFE THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS WOULD PRONOUNCE 'FOR YOUR KA' IN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

OF THIS LIFE GIVING FORCE.

 


