
SOUTH GERMAN CARVED AND POLYCHROMED PINEWOOD FIGURES OF KNIGHTS
A PAIR OF SOUTH GERMAN CARVED AND POLYCHROMED PINEWOOD FIGURES OF KNIGHTS IN ARMOUR

PROBABLY FROM A HERALDIC DEVICE
LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 32.5CM HIGH – 12¾ INS HIGH (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

MEDIEVAL KNIGHTS WERE USUALLY BELOW THE HIGHEST RANKS OF THE NOBILITY, BUT WERE TRADITIONALLY ABLE TO
EQUIP THEMSELVES WITH A HORSE AND ALL THE NECESSARY ARMS OF A CAVALRYMAN. JOUSTING WAS AN EXPENSIVE

PURSUIT OWING TO THE COST OF ARMOUR AND HORSES, BUT MANY KNIGHTS TRAVELLED FROM PLACE TO PLACE
CHALLENGING OPPONENTS IN HONOUR OF A LADY, TRUE TO THE IDEALS OF COURTLY LOVE AND LITERARY ROMANCE.

NOBILITY OF BIRTH WAS A VIRTUE AS WAS SUCCESS IN ARMS, AND BOTH WERE LINKED IN THE CULT OF CHIVALRY WHICH
WAS SUPPORTED BY THE ROYAL COURTS. CHIVALRY WAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH BELIEFS IN CHRISTIAN

ENDEAVOUR, AND FIGHTING ON A CRUSADE CONTINUED OVER A LONG PERIOD TO REPRESENT THE PINNACLE OF
KNIGHTLY COURAGE AND ENDURANCE.

 


