
BERING SEA ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY HAND TOGGLE GRIP
A BERING SEA ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY HAND TOGGLE GRIP AND LINE FASTENER IN THE FORM OF AN ABSTRACT

DIVING SEAL
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM LONG – 4 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

HARPOON LINES WERE MADE BY CUTTING A CONTINUOUS SPIRAL STRIP FROM THE HIDE OF A BEARDED SEAL WHOSE
SKIN WAS THE PROPER THICKNESS. THE WIDTH OF THE CUT DETERMINES THE STRENGTH OF THE THONG, WHICH CAN
BE 30 METRES LONG. THE LINE IS COMPOSED OF SEPARATE SEGMENTS; A HARPOON LOOP, A MAIN THONG AND A HAND
TOGGLE GRIP, AND EACH OF THESE ARE ATTACHED TO THE OTHER WITH CARVED IVORY LINE FASTENERS. THE CARVED

GRIP WAS USED WITH THE LINE FOR ICE HOLE OR FLOE EDGE SEAL HUNTING.

 


