
SCOTTISH AGATE POCKET SNUFF BOX OF BAROQUE FORM WITH CHASED GOLD MOUNTS
A SCOTTISH AGATE POCKET SNUFF BOX OF BAROQUE FORM WITH CHASED GOLD MOUNTS

FIRST HALF 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE TOBACCO BOX FIRST APPEARED IN THE 17TH CENTURY AND THE TOBACCO USED TOOK THE FORM OF A ‘CAROTTE’,
WHICH WAS GRATED AND INHALED AS A POWDER. THESE LARGER BOXES ARE NOT FOUND AFTER ABOUT 1730 WHEN

THE SALE OF READY GRATED SNUFF BECAME FASHIONABLE AMONGST THE ARISTOCRACY AND SMALL POCKET
SNUFFBOXES BECAME THE RAGE. BOTH GOLD AND SILVER BOXES WERE MADE, BUT GOLD WAS ALWAYS HELD TO

DEMONSTRATE THE WORTH AND STATUS OF THE ‘SNUFFING’ OWNER.

 


