
SOUTH AFRICAN 'GOLD RUSH' NUGGET MOUNTED ON A GOLD BAR BROOCH AND A PIECE OF NATIVE GOLD FROM PILGRIM’S
REST

A RARE SOUTH AFRICAN 'GOLD RUSH' NUGGET MOUNTED ON A GOLD BAR BROOCH AND A PIECE OF NATIVE GOLD FROM
PILGRIM’S REST 

CIRCA 1885 – 1890
SIZES: 4CM WIDE – 1½ INS WIDE (BROOCH) 

4CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP, 1.5CM HIGH – 1½ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP, ½ INS HIGH (NUGGET)

 
LITERATURE

THE FIRST LARGE GOLD DEPOSITS WERE DISCOVERED ON THE RAND IN 1884, ALTHOUGH THE MAIN REEF SERIES FROM
WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY MOST OF THE GOLD HAS BEEN OBTAINED WAS NOT LOCATED UNTIL 1886. UNLIKE MANY

GOLDFIELDS THERE ARE PRACTICALLY NO ALLUVIAL DEPOSITS CARRYING GOLD AND ALL THE GOLD SECURED HAS
BEEN WON BY MEANS OF UNDERGROUND MINING. THE DISTRICT IS SITUATED ON THE GREAT CENTRAL PLATEAU OF
SOUTH AFRICA SOME 5500 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL. WITH AN EXCELLENT CLIMATE THE COUNTRYSIDE IS HILLY WITH A

RIDGE RUNNING EAST AND WEST, HENCE ITS NAME 'RAND' MEANING ELEVATED TRACT.

 


