
HAWAIIAN BLACK BASALT STONE POI POUNDER OF PHALLIC FORM 'POHAKU KUI' AI'
A RARE LARGE HAWAIIAN BLACK BASALT STONE POI POUNDER OF PHALLIC FORM 'POHAKU KUI' AI'

1ST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 20.5CM HIGH, 15CM WIDE – 8 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

TARO CORM WAS COOKED, PEELED AND THEN MASHED ON A WOODEN BOARD WITH STONE POUNDERS HAVING A
SINGLE COLUMNAR GRIP SUCH AS THIS. ARDUOUS POUNDING PRODUCED A THICK, TACKY PASTE, WHICH AFTER BEING

DILUTED WITH WATER AND ALLOWED TO FERMENT FOR A FEW DAYS BECAME 'POI'. THE UPPER TERMINAL KNOB
PREVENTS THE HAND FROM SLIPPING UPWARD WHEN THE POUNDER IS GRASPED BY THE NECK, AND THESE LARGE

HEAVY POUNDERS WERE PROBABLY USED IN THE PRELIMINARY STAGES OF BREAKING DOWN THE WHOLE TARO
TUBBERS. THE POUNDING OF TARO TO MAKE POI WAS ONLY DONE BY MEN.

 


