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LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 26.5CM SQUARE, 9CM HIGH – 10½ INS SQUARE, 3½ INS HIGH

22CM DIA. 3CM HIGH – 8½ INS DIA. 1¼ INS HIGH (PORPHYRY)

 
LITERATURE

PORPHYRY IS A HARD VOLCANIC DEEP PURPLE RED ROCK WITH A PEPPERING OF TINY WHITE CRYSTALS OF FELDSPAR.
THE WORD COMES FROM THE LATIN 'PORPORA' MEANING PURPLE AND WAS FIRST USED TO DESCRIBE EGYPTIAN

IMPERIAL PORPHYRY. QUARRIED BY SLAVES AND CONVICTS IN THE DRY HEAT OF THE DESERT IT HAS BEEN PRIZED BY
KINGS, POPES AND EMPERORS SINCE ANCIENT TIMES.

AFTER THE QUARRIES WERE ABANDONED AND THEIR LOCATION BECAME FORGOTTEN IT WAS EXTENSIVELY RECYCLED
BY THE 'SCALPELLINI' OF ROME WHO CUT IT INTO THIN PIECES TO USE IN THE CHURCHES AS INLAYS FOR ALTARS AND

FURNITURE AND IN THEIR FAMOUS COSMATI PAVEMENTS.
HOWEVER, IN 1823 THE QUARRIES WERE REDISCOVERED BY AN ENGLISH ARCHAEOLOGIST JOHN GARDENER

WILKINSON AND IN 1887, AN INTREPID MARBLE HUNTER AND MERCHANT WILLIAM BRINDLEY, SET OFF BY CAMEL IN HIS
FOOTSTEPS TO AGAIN FIND THE QUARRIES. AT FIRST HE FOUND LITTLE MORE THAN DISCARDED PILLARS AND

BOULDERS, BUT THEN HE SPOTTED A STAIN OF PURPLE ON THE MOUNTAIN OPPOSITE AND SET OFF TO EXPLORE...... ‘ON
ARRIVING.... MY DELIGHT KNEW NO BOUNDS THE GROUND BEING STREWN WITH PIECES OF THE MOST SUMPTUOUS

PORPHYRY WHILE A LITTLE FARTHER ON WAS THE ACTUAL PITCHED WAY OR SLIDE SOME 15 FOOT WIDE DOWN WHICH
THE BLOCKS CAME’. INTERESTINGLY IT WAS BRINDLEY WHO WOULD LATER SUPPLY QUANTITIES OF 'ROSSO ANTICO' FOR
A LOW SCREEN AND STEPS BETWEEN THE SANCTUARY AND THE NAVE IN WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL IN LONDON, SAID

TO BE ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES OF ITS USE IN 20TH CENTURY ARCHITECTURE.

 


