
JAPANESE NETSUKE FORMED FROM THE NATURAL JAW AND TEETH OF A WOLF
A RARE AND UNUSUAL JAPANESE NETSUKE FORMED FROM THE NATURAL JAW AND TEETH OF A WOLF

THE ROOF OF THE JAW LACQUERED RED THE EXTERIOR WITH BLACK/BROWN LACQUERING. AN OLD CORD THROUGH
THE TWO WORN HIMOTOSHI

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

CF: BARKER & SMITH 'NETSUKE' FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTION NO. 404
JAPANESE HUNTERS WERE OFTEN PARTICULARLY PROUD TO PRESERVE SOME NATURAL PART OF THEIR KILL FOR USE
AS A TROPHY NETSUKE AND NATURAL OBJECTS SUCH AS A BOAR'S JAW WITH THE TEETH, TUSK AND SKIN REMOVED AND
SEGMENTS OF THE JAWS OF FOXES, BADGERS, BEARS AND WOLVES SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE WERE MADE INTO NOVELTY

NETSUKE. THEY WERE ALSO THOUGHT TO POSSESS AMULETIC PROPERTIES IMPARTING THE NATURAL
CHARACTERISTICS, CUNNING, STEALTH AND POWER OF THE ANIMAL TO THE WEARER.

 


