
MALAITA SOLOMON ISLANDS 'SUPE, SUPI OR SUBI' IRONWOOD FIGHTING CLUB
A FINE MALAITA SOLOMON ISLANDS 'SUPE, SUPI OR SUBI' IRONWOOD FIGHTING CLUB

MARKED WITH AN INVENTORY NO. 'OC 017' NEAR THE HANDLE
OLD SMOOTH POLISHED DARK PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 72CM LONG, 22.5CM WIDE – 28¼ INS LONG, 8¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THESE HAND CLUBS HAVE A CHARACTERISTIC RHOMBOID OR LOZENGE SHAPED BLADE WITH VERTICAL AND
HORIZONTAL RIDGES, WHICH BISECT THE WIDTH AND LENGTH OF THE CLUB ON BOTH SIDES. THEY ARE INDIGENOUS TO

THE MALAITA AND THE MARAMASIKE ISLANDS OF THE EASTERN SOLOMON ARCHIPELAGO WHERE IT WAS USED AS A
FIGHTING CLUB AND IS SAID TO HAVE HAD SYMBOLISM OF A SEXUAL SIGNIFICANCE.

THE SOLOMON WARRIOR’S ARMOURY CONSISTED OF SPEARS, BOWS, SLINGS AND CLUBS WHICH WERE GENERALLY OF
A HEAVY IRONWOOD THAT HAD BEEN SUBMERGED IN MUD FOR AROUND A MONTH SO THAT THEY ACQUIRED A GLOSSY
ALMOST BLACK SURFACE. IT IS THESE CLUBS THAT WERE USED IN BATTLE TO 'FINISH OFF THE ENEMY' (IVENS 1930:178)

 


