
FINE ANGLO INDIAN SOLITAIRE GAME
A FINE ANGLO INDIAN SOLITAIRE GAME 

THE 35 VASE SHAPED PEGS FITTING INTO HOLES CONTAINED IN THE STAINED AND CARVED IVORY BOARD MOUNTED ON
BUN FEET

CIRCA 1820 – 30
SIZE: 11CM WIDE, 12.5CM DEEP, 5CM HIGH – 4¼ INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP, 2 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SOLITAIRE, A GAME FOR ONE, REACHED BRITAIN FROM THE CONTINENT IN THE 18TH CENTURY. IT IS PLAYED ON A BOARD
WITH PEGS OR MARBLES, WHICH CAN VARY IN NUMBER. MOVES ARE MADE BY 'JUMPING' AND THE PEG, WHICH IS JUMPED

OVER IS THEN REMOVED, WITH THE OBJECT OF THE GAME BEING TO LEAVE THE LAST ONE IN THE CENTRE.
CHESS HAD BEEN INVENTED IN INDIA AROUND THE 6TH CENTURY AD AND IN PRE-MOGHUL INDIA PLAYING CARDS BASED
ON MYTHOLOGICAL THEMES WERE KNOWN. ORIGINATING IN PERSIA, THE GAME OF BACKGAMMON WAS POPULAR IN INDIA

BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE BRITISH AND WAS QUICKLY ADOPTED BY THEM. THE FIRST COLONIALS BROUGHT THEIR
OWN CARDS AND GAMES WITH THEM AND BRIDGE BECAME AND REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR ESPECIALLY

AMONG THE HIGHER CLASSES IN INDIA. SOLITAIRE, HOWEVER, WAS ALWAYS A FAVOURITE INDOOR PURSUIT AND PASTIME
FOR ONE.

 


