Finch & C°

AMAZONIAN JIVARO INDIAN IMITATION SHRUNKEN HEAD OR TSANTSA

ACURIOUS AVAZONIAN JIVARO INDIAN IMTATION SHRUNKEN HEAD OR TSANTSA
MADE FROM THE SKIN OF ASLOTH OR MONKEY
MARKED WITH AN INVENTORY NUMBER A176
1STHALF 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25CMLONG— 10 INS LONG

LITERATURE

EUROPEAN EXPLORERS BEGAN TO INFILTRATE THE JIVARO REGION OF ECUADOR AND PERU IN THE 1850'S AND MANY OF
THEMWERE FASCINATED BY THE HEAD SHRINKING PRACTICES OF THE SHUAR TRIBES. USED AS ARITUAL TROPHY
TSANTSAWERE OF RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT SHRINKING THE HEAD OF AN ENEMY HARNESSED
HIS SPIRIT, PREVENTED HIS SOUL FROMAVENGING HIS DEATH AND THUS COMPELLED HIMTO FOREVER SERVE THE
OWNER OF THE SHRUNKEN HEAD.

BEFORE LONG ABUSY TRADE IN HUMAN HEAD TROPHIES HAD BEGUN AND BY THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY SUCH
WAS THE DEMAND FROMWESTERN COLLECTORS THAT THERE WAS ASHARP INCREASE IN THE RATE OF KILLINGS BY
THE JIVARO. EVEN THE EXPLORERS, MERCHANTS AND ADVENTURERS WERE NO LONGER SAFE. HOWEVER, BY THE
1870'S THE JIVARO HAD BEGUN TO MAKE IMTATION NON-SHRUNKEN HEADS FROMMONKEYS, SLOTH’S OR GOAT SKIN.



