
NAPLES TORTOISESHELL HORN AND GOLD MOUNTED DOUBLE SIDED POCKET SNUFF BOX
A RARE NAPLES TORTOISESHELL HORN AND GOLD MOUNTED DOUBLE SIDED POCKET SNUFF BOX 

SET WITH TWO WELL PAINTED GOUACHE DEPICTING THE ERUPTION OF VESUVIUS OVER THE BAY OF NAPLES IN THE DAY
AND DURING THE NIGHT
AFTER PIETRO FABRIS

CIRCA 1780 – 1790
SIZE: 8CM DIA. – 3 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY NAPLES WAS THE SECOND CITY OF EUROPE, TROUBLED, TURBULENT, DECADENT AND
DIVINE, IT WAS HOME TO THE BOURBON COURT AND PRESIDED OVER BY ITS RENOWNED VOLCANO, VESUVIUS WHICH
CONSTANTLY THREATENED ERUPTIONS THAT SIMULTANEOUSLY FASCINATED AND TERRIFIED THE EVER INCREASING

NUMBERS OF GRAND TOURISTS, ARTISTS, PHILOSOPHERS AND LITERATI WHO FLOCKED TO SEE IT.
WHEN SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON PUBLISHED 'CAMPI PHLEGRAEI: OBSERVATIONS ON THE VOLCANOES OF THE TWO SICILES'
HIS ENTHUSIASM FOR ALL THINGS VOLCANIC WAS AT ITS HEIGHT. IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST LAVISH BOOKS OF THE 18TH
CENTURY. THREE YEARS LATER, AFTER THE GREAT ERUPTION OF AUGUST 1779, HE PUBLISHED A SUPPLEMENT WITH

FIVE COLOURED PLATES PAINTED BY HIS ARTIST PIETRO FABRIS. THESE PAINTINGS OF VESUVIUS GREAT NATURAL
FIREWORK DISPLAYS WERE TO BECOME ICONIC IMAGES SYMBOLIC OF NAPLES, HER VOLCANO AND OF THE GRAND

TOUR.

 


