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AN ANTIQUE TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF AN EASTERN PACIFIC YOUNG HAWKSBILL SEA TURTLE 'ERETMOCHELYS

IMBRICATA'. 
AN OLD LABEL TO THE SHELL 'TURTLE'

OLD SMOOTH DARK PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 38CM LONG, 23.5CM WIDE, 9CM HIGH – 15 INS LONG, 9¼ INS WIDE, 3½ INS HIGH 
C.I.T.E.S DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE

 
LITERATURE

THE EASTERN PACIFIC HAWKSBILL TURTLE IS A TROPICAL REEF SPECIES, WHICH EATS MAINLY SPONGES. THEIR
NARROW SNOUT AND HEAD AND ELONGATED NECK HELP TO EXTRACT FOOD FROM ROCKY CREVICES, AND THE HEAVILY
CORNIFIED SHELL PROTECTS IT FROM EXCESSIVE BUFFETING AGAINST THE ROCKS AND CORAL HEADS. THEIR BEACH
PREFERENCES FOR NESTING ARE TINY SANDY COVES FLANKED BY ROCKY OUTCROPS LOCATED ON REMOTE OCEANIC

ISLANDS, OFFSHORE CAYS AND SOMETIMES ON THE SHORES OF MANGROVE BORDERED SHALLOW INLETS. THE SCUTES
OF THE STRONGLY OVERLAPPING CARAPACE ARE THICKER THAN IN ANY OTHER TURTLE AND COVER A BONY

STRUCTURE THAT IS RELATIVELY LIGHT. THE BEAUTIFUL SCUTES OF THE HAWKSBILL TURTLE HAVE LONG BEEN PRIZED
AND USED BY MAN, BUT IN LIVING HAWKSBILLS THE CARAPACE IS OFTEN ENCRUSTED WITH BARNACLES OBSCURING
THEIR BEAUTY. ALL SPECIES OF HAWKSBILL ARE NOW ENDANGERED AND MANY COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN URGED AND

ENCOURAGED TO PROTECT THEM AND THEIR HABITAT.

 


