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DOCUMENTARY ENGLISH SAILORS SCRIMSHAW OIL ON WHALE PAN BONE PANEL

AVERY RARE AND INTERESTING DOCUMENTARY ENGLISH SALORS SCRIMSHAW OIL ON WHALE PAN BONE PANEL
DEPICTING THE INFLUENTIAL IRISH PLAYWRIGHT ISAAC BICKERSTAFF ON THE SHORE WAVING HIS HAT IN FAREWELL
ETCHED IN ANAI"VE HAND TO THE REVERSE 'ISAAC BICKERSTAFF
IN GOOD UN-RESTORED CONDITION
CIRCA1775
SIZE: 20CMHIGH, 15.5CMWIDE — 8 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

ISAAC BICKERSTAFF WAS BORN IN IRELAND IN 1735 AND IN EARLY LIFE WAS APAGE TO LORD CHESTERFIELD WHEN HE
WAS LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. HE THEN RECEIVED ACOMMSSION IN THE MARINES AND ROSE TO THE RANK OF
2ND LIEUTENANT BEFORE HE WAS COMPELLED TO RESIGN IN DISGRACE.

IN 1755 HE ARRIVED IN LONDON AND PRODUCED MANY SUCCESSFUL COMEDIES BASED ON MARIVAUXAND OTHER
FRENCH PLAYWRIGHTS. TOGETHER WITH THOMAS ARNE HE WROTE THE FIRST ENGLISH COMC OPERAENTITLED 'LOVE
IN AVILLAGE' IN 1762. HIS '"MAIDE OF THE MLL"WITH MUSIC BY SAMUEL ARNOLD OF 1765 WAS ALSO VERY SUCCESSFUL. IN
1768 HE WROTE THE PADLOCK' BASED ON THE JEALOUS HUSBAND' IN CERVANTES NOVELAS WHICH INCLUDED THE
CHARACTER MUNGO, ANEGRO SERVANT PLAYED BY DIBDIN WHICH WAS ONE OF THE EARLIEST COMC BLACKROLES IN
ENGLISH DRAVA
HOWEVER, DESPITE HIS LITERARY AND THEATRICAL SUCCESS IN 1772 BICKERSTAFF FLED TO FRANCE TO AVOID
PROSECUTION FOR HOMOSEXUALITY. THE FAMOUS ACTOR-PRODUCER OF THE TIME DAVID GARRICK WAS IMPLICATED IN
THE SCANDAL AND THEY WERE BOTH LAMPOONED IN 'LOVE IN THE SUDS' BY WILLIAMKENRICK.

THE SCANDAL STARTED WHEN CAPTAIN ROBERT JONES, AWELL-KNOWN CHARACTER IN THE FASHIONABLE WORLD
FAMOUS FOR POPULARISING ICE-SKATING AND FIREWORKS, WAS CONVICTED AT THE OLD BALEY FOR SODOMIZING A
YOUNG BOY AND SENTENCED TO DEATH. JONES WAS LATER GRANTED AROYAL PARDON ON CONDITION THAT HE LEAVE
THE COUNTRY, BUT THE CASE HAD APROFOUND EFFECT AND WAS WIDELY DISCUSSED. IN FACT NO OTHER
HOMOSEXUAL CASE WAS SO WIDELY REPORTED AND DISCUSSED UNTIL THE CASE OF OSCAR WILDE MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED YEARS LATER.



THE DEBATE RANGED FROMADVOCATING CHRISTIAN INTOLERANCE TO HOMOSEXUALITY, TO ADEFENCE OF THE RIGHTS
OF HOMOSEXUAL MEN WHO WERE DEEMED TO HAVE AN INBORN PROPENSITY. IT CONTRASTED THE BRITISH LEGAL
SYSTEMREGARDING SODOMY TO THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES, FROMANCIENT ROME TO MODERN FRANCE, AND CALLS
WERE MADE TO REFORM THE PENAL LAWS. EVERYONE IN LONDON DURING THE SUMVER OF 1772 WHO READ A
NEWSPAPER, AND EVEN THOSE WHO WERE ILLITERATE AND HAD THE NEWSPAPERS READ TO THEMIN TAVERNS AND
COFFEE HOUSES, WOULD HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE DEBATE SURROUNDING HOMOSEXUALITY.

THE JONES AFFAIR WAS CONNECTED WITH AN ATTACK ON DAVID GARRICK AS ASODOMITE, WHICH RESULTED IN HIS
LOVER BICKERSTAFF BEING EXILED IN FRANCE. IN 1772 MANY SUCH SCANDALS PROMPTED SEVERAL PROSECUTIONS
AND SEVERAL SUICIDES. IN 1805 BICKERSTAFF, STILL LIMNG IN PENURY AND MISERY IN FRANCE, APPEALED
UNSUCCESSFULLY FOR HELP FROMHIS FRIEND DAVID GARRICK. IT IS THOUGHT THAT HE DIED IN FRANCE, UNKNOWN
AND DISREGARDED, IN 1812.



