
NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK FINELY FRETCUT BONE SET OF SPELLICANS OR JACK STRAWS
A NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK FINELY FRETCUT BONE SET OF SPELLICANS OR JACK STRAWS CONTAINED IN A

FRETWORK CARVED BONE BOX
CIRCA 1810-15

SIZE: 12CM LONG, 4CM DEEP, 2.5CM HIGH – 4¾ INS LONG, 1½ INS DEEP, 1 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SPELLICANS VARIOUSLY KNOWN AS SPILLIKINS, SPILLICANS AND MORE COMMONLY AS JACK STRAWS IS A GAME FOR AN
UNLIMITED NUMBER OF PLAYERS AIMED AT PROMOTING STEADINESS OF HAND. IT IS SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED LONG

AGO IN CHINA, BUT HAS BEEN PLAYED IN ENGLAND SINCE THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY. THE NUMBER OF PIECES IN A SET
VARY FROM 24 TO 100. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 70 IN THIS EXAMPLE ALL OF WHICH ARE NUMBERED. THEY ARE USUALLY

MADE OF WOOD VENEER, BONE OR IVORY.
THE OBJECT OF THE GAME IS SIMPLY TO WITHDRAW THEM, ONE BY ONE, WITH A HOOK WITHOUT DISTURBING THE

REMAINDER OF THE HEAP, WHICH HAS BEEN THROWN IN DISORDER ON THE TABLE. WHEN THEY ARE DISTURBED THE
TURN PASSES TO THE NEXT PLAYER. THERE ARE DIFFERENCES IN SCORING; THE VALUES OF THE NUMBERED

SPELLICANS WHEN ADDED TOGETHER DETERMINE THE WINNER, WHILST WITH UNNUMBERED SETS THE WINNER IS THE
PLAYER WHO HOOKS THE LARGEST QUANTITY.

 


