
UNUSUAL SET OF THREE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW GAMBLING DICE
AN UNUSUAL SET OF THREE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW GAMBLING DICE 

CARVED FROM A SPERM WHALE TOOTH, THE DESIGNS INCLUDING HEARTS, CLUBS, SPADES, CROWNS, ANCHORS, THE
COMPASS ROSE AND PSEUDO-ARMORIALS, INLAID WITH PITCH AND RED WAX

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX: 2.5CM SQUARE – 1 INS SQUARE

 
LITERATURE

THE TIME FOR RECREATION ON A 19TH CENTURY WHALESHIP WAS THE SECOND DOGWATCH THAT RAN FROM SIX TO
EIGHT O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING. BOXING WAS DISCOURAGED BY THE CAPTAINS, BUT SCRIMSHANDERING, DOMINOES,

DICE, BACKGAMMON, CARD GAMES, CRIBBAGE AND CHESS WERE NOT. THE STAKES FOR SEAMEN PLAYING SUCH GAMES
AND USING THE DICE WERE USUALLY TOBACCO.

 


