
ENGLISH KNIFE AND FORK OF PURITAN FORM WITH SUPERB IVORY HANDLES
A VERY FINE ENGLISH KNIFE AND FORK OF PURITAN FORM WITH SUPERB IVORY HANDLES DECORATED WITH PATTERNS
OF TULIPS, VINES AND FLOWERING TENDRILS BY MEANS OF AN INLAY WITH SILVER WIRE AND GREEN AND RED ENAMEL
THE IVORY FIXED IN PLACE WITH A PLAIN SILVER FERRULE AND CAP. THE KNIFE WITH A TAPERED IRON BLADE WITH A

NEAR SQUARE TIP GROUND TO A SHALLOW POINT. THE IRON TWO TINE FORK WITH A TURNED STEM 
BOTH CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL STAMPED LEATHER CASE

CIRCA 1660-70
SIZE: 21CM LONG AND 19CM LONG – 8¼ INS LONG AND 7½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

WITH THE RESTORATION OF THE MONARCHY IN 1660 THE SHORT AND RATHER SEVERE PURITAN KNIFE BEGAN TO BE
REPLACED WITH A LONGER BLADE, CURVED AND SPATULATE AT THE TIP, WHICH EVENTUALLY ACQUIRED A DISTINCT

SABRE LOOK WITH A PISTOL SHAPED HANDLE. MUCH OF THE SURVIVING CUTLERY FROM THIS MID 17TH CENTURY
PERIOD SEEMS TO BE QUALITY PIECES SUCH AS THESE EXAMPLES, WHICH HAVE BEEN TREASURED AND PRESERVED AS

FAMILY HEIRLOOMS. AS ENGLAND RECOVERED FROM A LONG PERIOD OF PURITANISM AND WITH THE CROWN
RECLAIMED BY CHARLES II WHO WAS USED TO EUROPEAN DINING PRACTICES AND EXTRAVAGANCE AND ORNAMENT AT
TABLE, CUTLERY BECAME MORE LUXURIOUS AND A GRADUAL REFINEMENT IN MANNERS GAVE RISE TO A MORE COMMON

USAGE OF THE FORK.

 


