Finch & C°

GERMAN ANATOMICAL {%4CORCHE WAX MODEL OF THE HUMAN HEAD

AGERMAN ANATOMCAL i%{CORCHE WAX MODEL OF THE HUMAN HEAD
ENCLOSED IN ITS ORIGINAL WOOD AND GLASS CASE, HINGED TO OPEN AT THE SIDE. ABLUE PAPER LABEL TO THE
REVERSE ‘A€ EHRMTTE WERKE BERLINISHE VERLAG SANSTRAR GVBH BERLIN NW APRINTED PAPER LIST ENTITLED
‘NERVES, ARTERIES, VEINS AND MUSCLES OF THE HEAD. EXTERNAL ASPECT NAMING EACH ONE CORRESPONDING TO
THE NUMBERED PAPER LABELS DETAILED ON THE WAXMODEL
CIRCA1890-1900
SIZE: 24CMHIGH, 18CMWIDE, 7.5CMDEEP — 9%2 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 6, ITEMNO. 24, FOR AN EXAVPLE OF ASECTIONED ANATOMCAL MODEL OF THE HUMAN
HEAD

LITERATURE

WAXMODELS WERE INTRODUCED IN EUROPE FOR THE TEACHING OF ANATOMY SHORTLY AFTER THE RENAISSANCE.
DURING THE 18TH CENTURY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT AND ADVANCE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION THE DEMAND FOR
NATURAL ANATOMC TEACHING SPECIMENS FAR OUTSTRIPPED THE AVAILABLE SUPPLY. WAXMODELS PROVED AUSEFUL
MEANS FOR DEMONSTRATING ANATOMIC POINTS AS WELL AS BEING LESS PERISHABLE AND LESS ODIFEROUS. THE
LIFELIKE COLOURS AND TEXTURES OF THE SKIN IN WAXMODELS WAS SUPERIOR TO THAT OF CADAVERS AND THEIR
RESISTANCE TO DETERIORATION WAS ADEFINITE ADVANTAGE OVER ACTUAL PRESERVED SPECIMENS. ALTHOUGH WAX
MODELS ARE NO LONGER MADE THE ANTIQUE ONES REMAIN USEFUL AS TEACHING AIDS AND AS RECORDS OF CHANGES
IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND APPEARANCE OF DISEASES. UNIQUE AND FASCINATING THEY ARE NOW AN ALMOST LOST FORM
OF ART AND REPRESENTATION.



